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MINUTES OF THE
PROFICIENCY TESTING COMMITTEE  MEETING

JANUARY 22, 2002

The Proficiency Testing  Committee of the National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation
Conference (NELAC) met by teleconference on Tuesday, January 22, 2002, at 1:00 p.m., Eastern
Standard Time (EST).  The meeting was led by Chairperson Ms. Barbara Burmeister of the
Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene.  A list of action items is given in Attachment A and the list
of participants is given in Attachment B. The purpose of the meeting was to address items of
importance identified in the committee’s previously distributed meeting agenda.

INTRODUCTION

The teleconference was started by Ms. Burmeister taking the attendance roll call.

AGENDA/MINUTES/ACTION ITEM REVIEW

The Agenda for this teleconference was outlined and the minutes from the previous teleconference
of January 8, 2002, were reviewed and approved as final.  The action items were reviewed and status
is noted in Attachment A.

TOPICS OF DISCUSSION

EPA Concerns about the Limited Use of Quick Response PT Samples

Mr. Ed Glick and Ms. Pat Hurr from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Office of Ground
Water and Drinking Water (OGWDW), joined the teleconference to discuss their concerns regarding
quick response or corrective action PT studies.  They had concerns regarding (1) misuse of known
values, (2) sample stability issues, and (3) number of days between PT studies for troubleshooting
purposes.  

Dr. Anand Mudambi, who chaired the quick response PT study subcommittee, explained the
committee’s reasons for proposing the newly ratified language.  He stated that there are many PT
Providers now as opposed to one PT provider under the old EPA PT system.  It would take an
extensive amount of time and effort for a lab to look for a known value from a previous PT study
rather than to simply analyze the sample.  The information is not shared between labs on a regular
basis so it would be difficult to locate the correct answers in a timely fashion.  Dr. Mike Miller also
noted that if a lab is a member of a specific network, that the quick response PT study could not be
sent to another lab member of the same network.    Ms. Hurr asked if PT study results are posted on
the internet.  It was noted that results are currently being posted, however, the results are not left up
for extended periods of time.  It was suggested that this would also lend itself to labs cheating on PT
results.  Further discussion ensued about individual State support of the suspension rule with regards
to failing two of the last three PT studies and the need for a major corrective action to be re-
accredited.
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Mr. Glick did not see the need for quick response PT studies.  It was noted that States had pushed
for quick response PT studies in the past. The subcommittee was also sensitive to the needs of
laboratories who need initial or re-accreditation in a timely manner.  Dr. Miller also reported that
there is a serious problem because not enough PT samples exist in solid waste for performing routine
PT studies, let alone quick response PT studies.

Ms. Burmeister suggested re-discussing and fine tuning the language related to quick response PT
studies to which Ms. Hurr and Mr. Glick agreed, requesting to review the proposed language prior
to finalization.  Dr. Mudambi will schedule a meeting of the subcommittee and add Mr. Glick and
Ms. Hurr.  They will work to determine (1) PT sample stability issues, (2) determine current quick
response PT usage, (3) when quick response PT studies can be used, (4) review lab network
language, and (5) the time frame of 15 versus 30 days between PT studies.  Dr. Mudambi will update
the committee of the status of the quick response subcommittee at the February 26, 2002
teleconference.  Ms. Burmeister will provide an email PT Provider list to Dr. Mudambi and he will
request quick response PT study usage information from the PT Providers.

Ms. Burmeister thanked the EPA representatives for joining the teleconference and stated that the
PT Committee will notify them of whatever the committee is working on in the future to solicit their
comments and assistance. 

Revised Field of Proficiency Testing Tables

Radiochemistry Analytes for Drinking Water

Ms. Burmeister reported that the NELAC acceptance criteria are appropriate as written.   There is
a question as to how PT Providers will meet the requirements of the EPA Criteria Document and the
NELAC Standard simultaneously.  Ms. Burmeister contacted Mr. Chuck Wibby since he initially
headed the development of Appendix G.   He and  Mr. Terry McKibbin of Environmental Resource
Associates had some suggestions regarding meeting acceptance criteria requirements.  It was noted
that the Department of Energy (DoE) has radiochemistry PT data but the PT committee was
uncertain whether the Department of Defense (DoD) also has this type of information.  After further
discussion, it was determined that Dr. John Griggs will lead a radiochemistry subcommittee. He will
contact Mr. Wibby, Mr. McKibbin and other key people from EPA-Las Vegas, DoE, DoD and
National Analytical Management Program (NAMP) to be part of this subcommittee.  She advised
the PT Committee to make any kind of contact needed to get the information the subcommittee
needs.  Dr. Miller volunteered a radiochemist on his staff to also be part of the subcommittee.

PT Reporting Limits

This topic was deferred for discussion at the PT Committee teleconference scheduled for February
12, 2002 teleconference.

Proficiency Testing Oversight Body (PTOB)/Proficiency Testing Provider Accreditor (PTPA)
Requirements
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Ms. Burmeister reported that the American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA)
revamped their entire PT Provider Accreditation program to match the NELAC Standard Chapter
2 requirements. She obtained an electronic version of the program materials and sent them to all PT
committee members.

Status of NELAP Accrediting Authority Work Group (AAWG) Subcommittee - Dr. Miller reported
that a subcommittee was chartered to set up the general criteria as to how to evaluate a prospective
PTOB/PTPA.  He will take the lead for this group.  Once the subcommittee develops the criteria,
they will do an evaluation of a prospective PTOB/PTPA and make recommendations to the AAWG
prior to release.  It was noted that the first step is to ensure that the AAWG has the required
information and criteria to be used to evaluate a PTOB/PTPA based on the NELAC Standard.  Ms.
Burmeister questioned what Dr. Miller perceives the role of the PT Committee to be in this process.
Dr. Miller will bring interpretation and clarification issues to the committee and keep the committee
informed of the progress of the subcommittee.

Problematic Analytes and Acceptance Criteria Update

Status of PT Study Data Received - Ms. Burmeister sent a memo to all the PT Providers asking for
PT Study data to be returned by January 18, 2002.  To date, she has only received data from one
provider and  notification of one late submittal.   She indicated that one provider is willing to
provide data as long as the originator of the data is masked and all data is provided to the PT
providers.  Dr. Ralph Obenauf offered to call and remind the PT providers that the committee has
not heard from.

Preparation Methods Next Steps

Dr. Larry Jackson is currently out of the country.  This topic has been deferred until Dr. Jackson
returns.

Status of the Development of Technology Codes

Dr. Tom McAninch is in the process of obtaining the list of technology codes from Dr. Kenneth
Jackson.  He indicated that there are only 38 technologies on the list but there are a few additions
to be made to that list.  It was suggested that the codes be grouped into nine or ten subgroups and
to develop a numbering system that makes sense; possibly three or four digit codes.  

Additions to Master Analyte and Method Code Lists

D. Ralph Obenauf reported that he had submitted an email to Mr. Matt Caruso requesting the format
codes.  This could take several weeks.  Mr. Chuck Wibby also volunteered to assist in this effort
since he was instrumental in the original development of both method and analyte codes.

Dr. Carl Kircher Options regarding PT Frequency

Dr. Carl Kircher presented a “white paper” of options to the committee at NELAC 7i regarding
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changing the frequency of PT studies.  The options were: 1) the 2001 version, 2 PT studies per field
of PT per 12 months, 2 of 3 passing requirement,  2) one passing PT study for every field of PT
every 12 months or less, and 3) two PT studies per field of PT per 12 months, one passing PT study
for every field of PT every 12 months.  The committee discussed the options.  Some committee
members felt that enough changes to the standards have been made and that the newly ratified
version will not be tested until 2003 to see if it alleviates some concerns.  Ms. Burmeister suggested
that more data is needed to make an informed decision.  The committee needs to find out the
significance of the cost of PT and the extent to which states are not joining NELAP due to PT
frequency and cost.  Committee members were asked to think about ways to obtain this information.
Due to short time remaining, this discussion will be continued during the next teleconference.

Finalize “six month” FAQ

Ms. Marykay Steinman presented the draft FAQ regarding the definition of “approximately six
months”. The committee discussed the FAQ and made minor changes.  Ms. Burmeister will send
the FAQ to the NELAP AAWG for discussion.  Dr. Mike Miller will report the AAWG feedback
to the committee during the next teleconference.

ADJOURNMENT

With little time remaining, the committee agreed to defer the remaining agenda items until their next
teleconference.  The meeting was adjourned as the allotted teleconference time expired.

NEXT MEETING 

The next PT committee teleconference is scheduled for February 12, 2002, at 1:00 p.m., EST.
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ATTACHMENT A

ACTION ITEMS
PROFICIENCY TESTING COMMITTEE MEETING

JANUARY 22, 2002

Item No. Action Date to be
Completed

1 Review/edit NELAC-7i session minutes and forward to
Ms. Burmeister (Mudambi)

01/22/02
Complete

1 Add radiochemistry analytes to FOT (Burmeister) 01/22/02
Deferred

2
PT Reporting Limit Subcommittee Report to PT
Committee and response to Dancziger comment
(Steinman)

02/12/02

3 Distribute A2LA info to PT Committee (Burmeister) 01/22/02
Complete

3 Develop Technology Codes (McAninch, Mudambi,
Griggs) 02/12/02

5 Write FAQ for definition of “six months” (Steinman) 01/22/02
Complete

4 Respond to analyte and method code comment
(Obenauf) 02/26/02

5 Send PT Provider email list to Dr. Mudambi
(Burmeister) 01/25/02

6
Schedule a meeting of the quick response PT
subcommittee and report progress to PT Committee
(Mudambi)

02/26/02

7 Establish a subcommittee on radiochemisty PT and
discuss radiochemistry acceptance criteria (Griggs) 02/26/02

8 Remind PT providers to submit data (Obenauf) 01/29/02
9 Send “six month” FAQ to NELAP AAWG (Burmeister) 01/23/02
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ATTACHMENT B

PARTICIPANTS
PROFICIENCY TESTING COMMITTEE MEETING

JANUARY 22, 2002

Name Affiliation Address

Burmeister, Barbara,
Chairperson

Wisconsin State Laboratory
of Hygiene

T:  (608) 265-1100
F:  (608) 265-1114
E:  burmie@mail.slh.wisc.edu

Griggs, John USEPA/OAR T:  (334) 270-3450
F:  (334) 270-3454
E:  griggs.john@epa.gov

Haynes, RaeAnn
(absent)

State of Oregon DEQ T:  (503) 229-5983
F:  (503) 229-6924
E:  haynes.raeann@deq.state.or.us

Jackson, Larry
(absent)

Environmental Quality
Management

T:  (603) 924-6852
F:  (603) 924-6346
E:  lpjackson@msn.com

McAninch, Tom Eastman Chemical Company T:  (903)237-5473
F:  (903)237-6395
E:  twmcan@eastman.com

Miller, Michael NJ DEP - Lab Certification
Office of QA

T:  (609) 633-2804
F:  (609) 777-1774
E:  mmiller1@dep.state.nj.us

Mudambi, Anand US Army Corps of Engineers T: (703) 603-8796
F: (703) 603-9112
E: mudambi.anand@epa.gov

Obenauf, Ralph SPEX CertiPrep, Inc. T: (732) 549-7144
F: (732) 603-9647
E: robenauf@spexcsp.com

Steinman, Marykay M.J. Reider Associates, Inc. T:  (610)374-5129
F:  (610)374-7234
E: msteinman@mjreider.com

Brediger, Arlyn
(contractor support)

Anteon Corporation T:  (702) 731-4233
F:  (702) 731-4027
E: abrediger@anteon.com


